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Arabic language learning in traditional Islamic educational institutions is still dominated by
conventional methods such as lectures and memorization, thus not supporting the development of
students' critical thinking and creative writing skills. In fact, this ability is important to form a
generation that not only understands language technically, but is also able to think logically and
expressively. This study aims to determine the effectiveness of the Project-Based Learning (PjBL)
model in improving critical thinking skills through Arabic creative writing in third grade students at

Madrasah Aliyah Manba'ul Sholihin, Gresik.

This research used quantitative method with quasi-experimental nonequivalent control
group design. The sample consisted of 120 students who were divided into three groups:
collaboArative experimental group (IPA3), individual experimental group (IPA4), and control group
without treatment (IPK6). The pretest and posttest results were analyzed using ANOVA and Games-
Howell tests. The collaborative experimental group experienced an average score increase of 21
points (from 60 to 81), the individual experimental group increased by 13.27 points (from 56 to
69.27), and the control group only increased by 7.73 points (from 54 to 61.73). The ANOVA test
showed a significant difference between groups with an F value = 47.528 and a significance of p =
0.000. The Games-Howell follow-up analysis also showed significant differences between each pair

of groups.

The results showed that the application of Project-Based Learning had a significant effect
on improving critical thinking skills in Arabic creative writing. Students in the experimental group
showed higher improvement in the aspects of writing structure, vocabulary use, and logical analysis
and argumentation skills. Thus, the PjBL strategy is effective to improve the quality of Arabic
language learning in a more contextual and interactive manner. This study recommends the
implementation of PjBL in madrasah curriculum to equip students with higher-order thinking skills

relevant to the challenges of the 21st century.
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